
 
Illinois Project Lead the Way 

Counselor, Administrator, Teacher Conference 
October 18, 2007 

Holiday Inn City Centre, Peoria, Illinois 
AGENDA 

 
8:30 a.m.  Registration, Coffee, Exhibits (Salon C) 
 PLTW, University of Illinois, Bradley University resources 
 
9:00 -10:00 a.m. SESSION 1 
 Welcome and Introductions (Salon C) 

Bill Sutton, Regional Program Director, University Outreach and Public 
Service, University of Illinois 

 Richard Johnson, Dean, College of Engineering and Technology, 
Bradley University 

 
 Keynote: Engineering Makes the World Go Around 
 Celeste Baine, Engineering Education Service Center consultant, 

author, award-winning educator 
 
10:10-10:40 a.m. SESSION 2  
 Project Lead the Way Curriculum Overview (Salon B) 
 Charlotte Sanders, National PTLW Associate Director of Curriculum and 

Technology 
 (Target audience: Counselors, Administrators, Teachers) 
 
10:10-11:30 a.m. SESSIONS 2 and 3 (double session) 
 Intro to Engineering Design (IED) Curriculum Revision Update 

(Salon A) 
 Wally Goncharoff, UIC PLTW Affiliate Professor 
 (Target audience: Teachers trained in IED 2006 or earlier) 
 
 SESSION 3 (select one of two concurrent sessions) 
10:45-11:30 a.m. *Motivating and Advising Students to Pursue Engineering and 

Engineering Technology Careers (Conference Room IV) 
 Celeste Baine 
 (Target audience: Counselors, Teachers, Community partners) 
 
 *PLTW BioTechnical Engineering and Biomedical Sciences 

Curriculum Opportunities (Salon B) 
 Charlotte Sanders, National PTLW Associate Director of Curriculum and 

Technology 
 Brian Zimmerman, PLTW BioTech Teacher, Hononegah HS 
 (Target audience: Curriculum coordinators, Administrators, Teachers) 
 
11:30-12:20 pm                 SESSION 4 
 Lunch  (Salon C)  
 Illinois PLTW—The Numbers Tell (Part of) the Story 
 Steve Parrott, Illinois PLTW State Director, Illinois State Board of 

Education 
Brenda Pacey, Illinois PLTW Affiliate Director, University of Illinois 
Outreach and Public Service 

 
 
12:30-1:15 p.m. SESSION 5 
 Illinois PLTW in Action—Teacher and Student 

Exhibits/Presentations (Salon B) 
 (Target audience: All) 
 East Peoria Junior High School 
  Jane Bach-Brummitt and Angela Poole, GTT Teachers 
 Woodruff High School 

  Joel Morton, IED Teacher; Nate Smith, Phuong Nguyen, Jake 
Hansen, students 

 

 



 Oswego East High School 
  Dara Randerson, IED/POE/CEA Teacher; Zach Pearson, Erik Ewalt, 

Joanne Lee, Taylor Leahy, Colin Brazeau, Kit Juskevice, Danielle 
Lessing, students 

 Thornton Township High School 
  Michael Sinde, IED/POE/DE/CEA Teacher; Roberto Landin, Chaquita 

Thompson, Liliana Garcia-Rios, Robert Ellis, students; Julian Corono, 
former Thornton student and current University of Notre Dame 
engineering student  

 Additional exhibits of student work from Pekin High School (Brock Hill, 
Scott Fuller, Zack Cooney), Morton High School, Illinois Central College 

  
 
1:20-2:05 p.m.         SESSION 6 (Choose one of 2 concurrent sessions) 

*GTT and PLTW Exhibits and Informal Conversation with 
Students, Continued (Salon B) 
(Target Audience:  Counselors and Students) 
 
*Community Partnerships and Grant Funding Support (Conference 
Room IV) 
Dick Greene, Moderator, Bradley University Engineers for Tomorrow 
Coordinator 
Tom Frazier, Director, Bloomington Area Vocational Center, and John 
Meek, President, Felmley-Dickerson Company; 
Tracy Gathers, Talent Management, Caterpillar; 
John Barr, Technology Specialist, Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity; 
Karen Wilken, Program Director, Kern Family Foundation,  
(Target Audience: Community partners, Administrators, Counselors, 
potential PLTW school representatives) 
 

1:20-3:00 p.m.          SESSIONS 6 and 7 (double session) 
*Illinois High School PLTW Teacher Idea-Sharing  
(Salon A) 
Bob Bloompott, Moderator, Illinois Central College PLTW Master Teacher 
George Reese, Wally Goncharoff, Bob Becker, breakout session 
moderators, University of Illinois Affiliate Professors 
National and state news and curriculum updates; Virtual Academy 
CPDU/CEU opportunities; Autodesk updates; Testing and student data; 
Teaching resources and community partnerships; Classroom Best 
Practice breakouts by PLTW course of interest 2:15-3 pm. 
(Target Audience: Illinois PLTW high school teachers) 

   
2:15-3:00 p.m.         SESSION 7 (Choose one of 2 concurrent sessions) 
           *Illinois Middle School GTT Teacher Idea-Sharing  
    (Conference Room III) 

Jana Sebestik, Moderator, U of Illinois Affiliate Professor 
National and state news and curriculum updates; teaching resources 
and community partnerships; Classroom Best Practice ideas 
(Target Audience:  Illinois GTT middle school teachers) 
 
*Getting Started—New School Program Planning  
(Conference Room IV) 
Brenda Pacey, Moderator, Illinois PLTW Affiliate Director 
Steve Parrott, Moderator, Illinois State PLTW Leader 
New school online registration; Course Implementation Planning and 
Tech Ed options; Teacher training; Technology and course materials 
preparation; questions and answers 
(Target Audience: Administrators, counselors, teachers of potential new 
Illinois PLTW schools) 

 
 

3:00 p.m.           Lower Foyer Farewell Station 
 -Evaluation/Certificates of Attendance  
 -Distribution of “Engineers Can Do Anything!” DVD and national 

PLTW promotional DVD to each school in attendance 
 -Door Prizes distributed 
 


